
 

Innovative “Koala Friendly Carbon” 
a boost for iconic species   
 
 
Koala Friendly Carbon, a first-of-its-kind carbon program to help restore 
koala habitat, is now available in the Northern Rivers Region of New South 
Wales.   
 
The pilot program – which aims to boost koala numbers – is a partnership 
between the World Wide Fund for Nature-Australia, the New South Wales 
government and Climate Friendly.  
 
The project is part of the NSW Koala Strategy unveiled on Saturday and 
comes just two months after the iconic species was uplisted from vulnerable 
to endangered on Australia’s east coast. 
 
“Following drought, bushfires, and now floods, there’s an urgent need to 
accelerate our activity to protect and revegetate large areas of koala habitat,” 
said Tanya Pritchard, Landscape Restoration Project Manager, WWF-
Australia. 
 
Environment Minister James Griffin said: “It makes sense to collaborate with 
WWF-Australia, a trusted environmental non-government organisation, on 
our shared goal of doubling koala numbers by 2050. 
 
“By strategically partnering with WWF-Australia on these projects we can 
harness the passion of communities in this key habitat region to ensure koalas 
have the best chance of thriving into the future,” Mr Griffin said. 
 
The Koala Friendly Carbon project will plant koala food and shelter trees to 
help restore thousands of hectares of koala habitat, increase biodiversity, 
store carbon, and provide carbon credits income for landholders.  
 
Climate Friendly, Australia’s leading carbon farming services provider, will be 
on the ground supporting the carbon project design and establishment and 
assisting with audits and project reporting. It’s believed this is the first carbon 
program to pay all the landholders’ upfront tree-planting costs. 
 
Skye Glenday, Co-chief Executive Officer of Climate Friendly, said:  
 
“this is a win-win for the local community and the environment. The Northern 
Rivers program will be the first of many that support high-integrity carbon 
abatement projects, helping to reduce emissions while restoring koalas’ 
natural habitat and providing a valuable source of income to local 
communities.  



 

 

 
 
“This income in the Northern Rivers can help farmers recovering from the 
impacts of recent catastrophic flooding. 
 
“Successful applicants can expect to earn revenue from the federal 
government’s Emissions Reduction Fund (ERF) after just 12 months,” Ms 
Glenday said.  
 
Climate Friendly will assess the eligibility of each property against ERF 
criteria and also evaluate the carbon potential of the land.  
 
The area to be planted needs to be large enough, with the right soil type and 
adequate rainfall, to support the growth of a forest that can store a 
substantial amount of carbon. 
 
To qualify as Koala Friendly Carbon projects, there will also need to be 
evidence of koalas nearby with a focus on plantings that reconnect 
fragmented habitat. 
 
The NSW government is funding 250,000 trees and WWF-Australia is 
investing $1.5 million to run the pilot, co-ordinate the logistics for planting, 
and provide on-going biodiversity monitoring. 
 
Using the Accounting for Nature Framework, WWF has developed an 
accredited method (including scat surveys to measure koala activity levels) to 
verify that koalas are actually benefiting from the plantings. 
 
Following success in the Northern Rivers, Koala Friendly Carbon could be 
rolled out to other areas with additional government support. 
 


